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he had a major stroke. Nine days later, 
he died, after hundreds of friends and 
family came to hospice to say good- 
bye. 

Wes Buchele lived a long, full, pro-
ductive life with energy and verve. He 
had, indeed, fulfilled his calling to help 
make the lives of farmers easier and 
safer, and our country and our world 
are better for that.∑ 
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REMEMBERING ROGER ROTH 

∑ Mr. ROUNDS. Mr. President, today I 
wish to honor the life and legacy of 
Roger Roth, who passed away on No-
vember 21, 2017, at the age of 70. Roger 
grew up on a farm near Chelsea, SD, 
and graduated from Cresbard High 
School in 1965. 

In 1969, Roger began 39 years of pub-
lic service as a postal carrier and then 
the postmaster at Warner, SD. His 
dedication to the people he served was 
recognized in 2001 when the National 
Association of Postmasters of the 
United States named him the Post-
master of the Year. 

We are also grateful for Roger’s 38 
years of service in the U.S. Army Re-
serve in both Aberdeen, SD, and Alex-
andria, VA. 

For many years, Roger was also a 
coach and umpire for many youth 
sports teams from midget league to 
college. He coached and helped coach 
the Warner American Legion baseball 
team for more than 25 years and was a 
South Dakota American Legion ath-
letic commissioner for 5 years. He was 
a positive force in the lives of thou-
sands of young people and was admired 
by all who met him. 

He also played baseball and softball 
for many years and was inducted into 
the Aberdeen Area Softball Hall of 
Fame and the South Dakota Baseball 
Hall of Fame. 

He was the official scorekeeper for 
Warner High School boys’ and girls’ 
basketball teams and for the Northern 
State University men’s and women’s 
basketball teams. He even drove the 
bus for the Presentation College base-
ball and volleyball teams. 

Roger was a member of the Warner 
Volunteer Fire Department, the War-
ner Sanitary Sewer District Board, the 
Warner-Stratford Lions Club, the 
Moose Lodge, the League Postmasters, 
and the Local National Active and Re-
tired Federal Employees organization. 

In the small town of Warner, when-
ever help was needed, he was there to 
help meet that need. 

Above all else, Roger was a loving, 
caring husband to his wife, Judy, and 
to his children, Jim and Becky. He is 
gone now, but memories of him will 
live forever in the hearts of thousands 
of South Dakotans.∑ 
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REMEMBERING ANNA DIGGS 
TAYLOR 

∑ Ms. STABENOW. Mr. President, 
today I wish to remember and pay trib-
ute to Judge Anna Diggs Taylor, who 

turned her lifelong passion for justice 
into a highly successful legal career, 
breaking down barriers for women and 
people of color and inspiring me and so 
many others in our State. 

When Anna Katherine Johnston was 
born in 1932 in Washington, DC, women 
had very few options. African-Amer-
ican women had even fewer. However, 
Anna’s parents, Hazel Bramlette John-
ston—a business teacher—and 
Virginius Douglass Johnston—a How-
ard University trustee—deeply believed 
in the power of education and in their 
smart, hard-working daughter. When 
she was in 10th grade, they pulled her 
from the segregated DC school system 
and enrolled her in the prestigious 
Northfield School for Girls in Massa-
chusetts, from which she graduated in 
1950. 

Her own early experiences with seg-
regation and witnessing how the law 
could be used as a tool to further 
equality led her to the legal profession. 
It wasn’t a common career path for 
women in those days. In fact, when she 
graduated from Yale Law School in 
1957, there were only four other women 
in her class. About 5,500 women were 
practicing lawyers in the United States 
in 1960. 

Anna got her chance to join those 
ranks when J. Ernest Wilkins, the first 
African-American man appointed as an 
Assistant Secretary of Labor, hired her 
as a staff lawyer in the Office of the 
Solicitor. In 1960, Anna married Con-
gressman Charles Diggs, Jr., and 
moved to Detroit, where she had two 
children and a career, including as an 
assistant Wayne County prosecutor. 

In 1964, her passion for justice led her 
to Mississippi, where she represented 
civil rights workers who were jailed for 
helping register African-American vot-
ers. She arrived the same day civil 
rights activists James Chaney, Andrew 
Goodman, and Michael Schwerner dis-
appeared, and she became a target of 
hatred herself when an angry mob 
yelled racial slurs at her and three 
other activists as they were leaving the 
Neshoba County courthouse after try-
ing to question the sheriff. 

Over the years, Anna worked both in 
private practice and in public service, 
as an assistant U.S. attorney and man-
aging her husband’s congressional of-
fice. When she and her husband later 
divorced, she helped to elect Coleman 
Young as Detroit’s first Black mayor 
and worked to integrate city govern-
ment during his administration. 

In 1976, Anna married S. Martin Tay-
lor and worked on Jimmy Carter’s 
Presidential campaign. Three years 
later, President Garter appointed her 
to the U.S. District Court for the East-
ern District of Michigan. She was the 
first Black woman Federal judge to 
serve in our State and the first Black 
Woman chief judge for that circuit. She 
retired in 2011. 

She once said that ‘‘black judges 
have an important role, especially in 
staying close to their communities,’’ 
and Judge Taylor did just that. She 

was deeply involved in community or-
ganizations including the Community 
Foundation for Southeast Michigan. 
She was an adjunct labor law professor 
at Wayne State University, vice presi-
dent of the Yale Law School Associa-
tion, and served on the joint steering 
committee of the gender and racial 
ethnic fairness task forces for the 
Sixth Circuit, positions that allowed 
her to help open the same doors that 
others had opened for her. 

In a biography, Judge Taylor once 
wrote that her legal career was ‘‘a 
thousand times more exciting, more in-
tellectually challenging, and more en-
riching’’ than she had ever imagined 
while at Yale Law. That didn’t mean it 
was easy; breaking barriers never is. 
Yet she did it. Judge Taylor’s life and 
career will long serve as an example of 
just how far you can go with hard 
work, persistence, and a passionate 
dedication to your ideals. 

I think that young girl in a seg-
regated DC classroom would be really 
proud. I know that many people in 
Michigan certainly are. 

Thank you.∑ 
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MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

At 12:23 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mr. Novotny, one of its reading clerks, 
announced that the Speaker has signed 
the following enrolled bill: 

H.R. 2810. An act to authorize appropria-
tions for fiscal year 2018 for military activi-
ties of the Department of Defense, for mili-
tary construction, and for defense activities 
of the Department of Energy, to prescribe 
military personnel strengths for such fiscal 
year, and for other purposes. 

The enrolled bill was subsequently 
signed by the President pro tempore 
(Mr. HATCH). 
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EXECUTIVE AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS 

The following communications were 
laid before the Senate, together with 
accompanying papers, reports, and doc-
uments, and were referred as indicated: 

EC–3506. A communication from the Acting 
Administrator of the Specialty Crops Pro-
gram, Agricultural Marketing Service, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Pistachios Grown in California, Arizona, 
and New Mexico; Decreased Assessment 
Rate’’ (Docket No. AMS–SC–17–0048) received 
in the Office of the President of the Senate 
on November 27, 2017; to the Committee on 
Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry. 

EC–3507. A communication from the Acting 
Administrator of the Specialty Crops Pro-
gram, Agricultural Marketing Service, De-
partment of Agriculture, transmitting, pur-
suant to law, the report of a rule entitled 
‘‘Softwood Lumber Research Promotion, 
Consumer Education and Industry Informa-
tion Order; De Minimis Quantity Exemption 
Threshold’’ (Docket No. AMS–SC–16–0066) re-
ceived in the Office of the President of the 
Senate on November 27, 2017; to the Com-
mittee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and For-
estry. 
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